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Committee History

The Third Committee of  the United Nations General Assembly, or the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee 
(SOCHUM), focuses on issues dealing with fundamental human rights in the international community. SOCHUM 
was founded in 1948 in reaction to the establishment of  the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.1 The Third 
Committee promotes and enforces basic freedoms and ideals meant to be enjoyed by the entire international commu-
nity such as the right to life, the expression of  cultures, the freedom of  political participation, the protection of  chil-
dren’s rights, and the promotion of  social development, among many others.2 SOCHUM derives its legitimacy from 
the original United Nations Charter and operates with the goal of  designing peaceful settlements for issues within the 
large spectrum of  social, humanitarian, and cultural complications in the international community. This body does so 
by initiating studies that encourage the proposal of  recommendations for the promotion of  international cooperation 
and fundamental freedoms for all.3 The past session held by the Third Committee dealt with issues such as the protec-
tion of  children from bullies, the prevention of  torture, and the importance of  justice reparation.4

The overarching body of  the General Assembly is split into six different committees which deal with the basic needs 
of  the international community; SOCHUM is allocated to the social, humanitarian, and cultural issues.5 All members 
of  the General Assembly vote with the same degree of  power as all other states, equating all members of  the United 
Nations.6 In this sense, the General Assembly differs from some other United Nations bodies—like the Security 
Council—as it allows each member state to hold equal status and provides an open forum for discussion. While the 
General Assembly cannot call troops to war or impose economic sanctions, this forum is crucial for the formulation 
of  ideas that can later be suggested to other UN bodies. While the resolutions passed in the Third Committee are 
non-binding, this committee is useful for states to bring any discussion of  international security to the floor.7 

As social issues are inherent to almost all other issues that the UN encounters, solutions formulated by the Third 
Committee often encompass the work of  other, more specialized United Nations bodies or committees. These com-
mittees include not only those in the General Assembly, but also bodies operating under the different organizations of  
the United Nations. These include committees such as the United Nations Development Programme and the United 
Nations Human Rights Council.8 The Third Committee also works closely with other United Nations organizations, 
such as those included in the Economic and Social Council. These bodies include the Commission on the Status of  
Women and the World Health Organization.9 Other committees that work in conjunction with the Third Committee 
include the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations 
Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, and the United Nations Environment Programme. Through coop-
erative work with more focused bodies such as these, resolutions passed by the Third Committee can be implemented 
with a greater degree of  success and efficiency. 

1  The Universal Declaration of  Human Rights (Geneva: United Nations General Assembly, 1948). 
2  “59th General Assembly Session: Social, Humanitarian and Cultural / 3rd Committee,” Welcome to the United Nations: It’s Your World, ac-
cessed 13 May 2018, http://www.un.org/ga/59/third/responsibilities.htm.
3  “Charter of  the United Nations: Chapter IV: The General Assembly,” Welcome to the United Nations: It’s Your World, accessed 13 May 2018, 
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter4.shtml.
4  “Social Humanitarian, and Cultural,” United Nations, accessed 25 June 2018, http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/.
5  “General Assembly of  the United Nations,” Welcome to the United Nations: It’s Your World, accessed 13 May 2018, http://www.un.org/en/
ga/maincommittees/index.shtml.
6  “Charter of  the United Nations: Chapter IV: The General Assembly.”
7  Ibid. 
8  “Human Rights Council - Homepage,” OHCHR Homepage, accessed 13 May 2018, http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/.
9  “UN Economic and Social Council,” Welcome to the United Nations: It’s Your World, accessed 13 May 2018, http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
about/subsidiary.shtml.



4| SOCHUM
SiMUlaTiOn

Simulation

As members of  the Social, Humanitarian, Cultural Committee (SOCHUM), delegates will represent the views of  their respective 
countries throughout the duration of  the debate on both topics. During debate, delegates will be responsible for collaborating to 
develop resolutions, while remaining both within the mandate of  SOCHUM and within their countries’ respective policies. While 
these topics are new to SOCHUM, all resolutions created will need to bear in mind that the goal of  this committee is to promote 
humanitarian solutions to problems. The beauty of  the NHSMUN conference is its ability to offer delegates a hands-on, global 
education, and to allow them to experience a real work environment that they would be unable to experience elsewhere. 

Upon arriving in committee, delegates will be introduced to the members of  the dais, made up of  the Director and two Assistant 
Directors. After spending the past year writing the background guide and update papers, the Director and both Assistant Direc-
tors are substantive experts on all matters relating to SOCHUM, and delegates should use them as knowledgeable resources 
throughout the conference. As veterans of  parliamentary procedure and committee simulation, the role of  the dais is to ensure 
that delegates have a realistic, educational, and enjoyable experience at NHSMUN. Should delegates have any questions on either 
procedural or substantive matters, they should not hesitate to approach any member of  the dais for assistance. 

After delegates have been introduced to the dais, they will first debate setting the agenda and then move to substantive debate, 
which will deepen and progress throughout the following sessions. In a committee of  this size, collaboration and decorum are 
essential for each and every session. Formal debate consists of  delegates adding themselves to the speakers list to be formally 
recognized before the committee for a specified length of  time. When delegates appear before the committee, it is their opportu-
nity to give an overview of  their country’s position as well as accept questions from other delegates for clarification on policy or 
solutions; they are also allowed to yield their time to other delegates for a similar purpose. It is imperative that delegates remain 
respectful of  others during this time and observe all procedural rules in order for delegates to be heard and for the speakers list 
to flow smoothly. 

While formal debate is a key portion of  our simulation, the majority of  debate in SOCHUM will take place in caucus format. 
Caucusing can be done in one of  two ways – moderated or unmoderated. Moderated caucuses flow similarly to formal debate. 
Delegates’ speaking times are often shorter, and each caucus has a specific topic delegates must discuss in their comments. Un-
moderated caucuses suspend formal rules of  debate for a designated period of  time during which delegates are free to move 
around the room and informally discuss policy and potential solutions directly with other delegates. The majority of  writing for 
working papers and resolutions will occur during these unmoderated caucuses. 

Another unique feature of  SOCHUM as a committee of  the General Assembly is the process by which its working papers and 
resolutions are created. Solutions start out as a set of  ideas, are formatted into a working paper, then voted upon as draft resolu-
tions, and finally are presented as resolutions in plenary, if  passed in committee. Delegates will be given more details about the 
resolution process closer to the conference date, but they should keep in mind that they must follow this specific structure. The 
length of  the resolution-writing process and the number of  delegates in SOCHUM will limit the number of  resolutions that can 
be introduced, making collaboration and compromise essential. 

The two most important things for delegates to keep in mind throughout debate are decorum and country policy. As a com-
mittee of  the General Assembly, SOCHUM includes delegates from each member state of  the United Nations; hence, it is one 
of  the largest committees. Each delegate will be given equal opportunity to speak before the committee and will be granted 
each member’s undivided attention. Parliamentary procedure and decorum will be respected at all times, without exception. The 
alteration or suspension of  rules may only occur at the discretion of  the dais to preserve decorum and respect for all delegates. 
Additionally, delegates are to keep in mind that country policy is the anchor for all proposals either presented or supported by 
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the delegate. Although collaboration is the goal, it is always secondary to the integrity of  a delegates’ country policy. The desire to 
compromise should never supersede one’s ability to uphold his or her country’s stance on the issue. With this in mind, apt prepa-
ration for committee on policy, background, and potential solutions is imperative for all delegates to maintain top quality debate. 

Debate in SOCHUM will culminate in a plenary meeting at the final session during which time SOCHUM delegates 
will meet with their counterparts in the other committees of  the General Assembly to vote. Only draft resolutions 
that have passed in each individual committee will be presented as resolutions in plenary and voted upon by the entire 
General Assembly. This plenary session simulates the workings of  the real UN in that delegates see how SOCHUM 
is able to make recommendations that unite the entire membership of  the UN when resolutions are adopted. Like 
in the UN, the quality of  resolutions presented before the plenary body is a direct reflection of  the delegates’ work 
inside and outside of  the committee. These resolutions rely heavily upon the delegates’ abilities to work diligently and 
to collaborate respectfully on proposals for the topics at hand and will help to make NHSMUN 2018 a great year for 
SOCHUM and NHSMUN as a whole.
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Refugee Displacement from Climate Change and Natural Disasters
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Introduction

1  Sameera Suleman, “Climate Change and Displacement in Sudan,” Phasa.org.za, 28 August 2014, accessed 28 June 2018. www.phasa.org.za/
climate-change-displacement-sudan/.
2  Ibid.
3  Ellen Hansen et al., “CLIMATE CHANGE AND DISASTER DISPLACEMENT: AN OVERVIEW OF UNHCR’S ROLE,” UN-
HCR, 2017, accessed 22 August 2018, www.unhcr.org/en-us/protection/environment/5975e6cf7/climate-change-disaster-displacement-
overview-unhcrs-role.html.
4  Ibid.
5  Ibid.
6  Amanda Saint, “2 Billion Climate Refugees within 83 Years,” Eniday, accessed 19 August 2018, www.eniday.com/en/human_en/climate-
change-refugees/; 

Blaine Friedlander, “Rising Seas Could Result in 2 Billion Refugees by 2100 | Cornell Chronicle,” Cornell, 19 June 2017, news.cornell.edu/
storie s/2017/06/rising-seas-could-result-2-billion-refugees-2100.
7  “CLIMATE CHANGE AND DISASTER DISPLACEMENT: AN OVERVIEW OF UNHCR’S ROLE,” UNHCR.
8  “Towards a Protection Agenda for People Displaced Across Borders in the Context of  Disasters and the Effects of  Climate Change,” The 
Nansen Initiative, accessed 19 August 2018, www.nanseninitiative.org/secretariat/.
9  Ibid.

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), people may only 
claim refugee status if  they meet the definition of  a refugee set by the Convention Relating to the 
Status of  Refugees.1 This Convention states that a refugee is a person who has a “well-founded fear 
of  being persecuted for reasons of  race, religion, nationality, membership of  a particular social group 
or political opinion, is outside the country of  his nationality and is unable, or owing to such fear, is 
unwilling to avail himself  of  the protection of  that country; or who, not having a nationality and be-
ing outside the country of  his former habitual residence as a result of  such events, is unable or, owing 
to such fear, is unwilling to return to it.”2 

In a statement addressed to the United Nations Security Coun-
cil in 2011, former High Commissioner for Refugees António 
Guterres called climate change “the defining challenge of  our 
times.”3 Guterres continued to explain that climate change 
“interacts with and reinforces the other global megatrends 
such as population growth, urbanization, and growing food, 
water and energy insecurity. It is a challenge which is adding 
to the scale and complexity of  human displacement; and a 
challenge that has important implications for the maintenance 
of  international peace and security.”4 Since the 1970s, the like-
lihood of  displacement due to natural disasters has doubled; 
between 2008 and 2015, a total of  203.4 million people were 
displaced by natural disasters.5 Climate change affects the en-
tire global community, and recent figures predict that there 
will be two billion climate refugees by the end of  the century.6 
Those affected most directly by climate change risk loss of  so-
cial and cultural identity linked to their home, and are increas-
ingly vulnerable to human rights abuses in their transitions. 

A majority of  refugees rely on their environments for the 

basic resources which they need to survive. High concentra-
tions of  people can put pressure on already limited resources 
and can even induce conflict over resource access.7 While dis-
placed people are protected by national laws and international 
human rights frameworks, including the UN Guiding Prin-
ciples on Internal Displacement, there is little legal precedent 
relating to disasters and climate change.8 In most cases, these 
people do not qualify as refugees under international refugee 
law and human rights law do not address critical issues such as 
their admission, stay, and basic rights.9 A disparity in classifica-
tion or inadequate criteria to distinguish between forced and 
voluntary movements in the context of  disasters and climate 
change leaves thousands displaced and without classification 
under refugee status, withholding vital resources and alloca-
tions from those who may benefit greatly from them. SO-
CHUM has a unique opportunity to address this issue through 
a humanitarian lens, absorbing the wealth of  information 
available on global climate patterns to better equip the global 
community to support those affected most by climate change.
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History and Description of the Issue

Healthcare

As the effects of  climate change are felt around the world, the 
health concerns of  climate refugees also resemble problems 
that other refugees experience during the beginning stages of  
movement.10 People displaced by climate change often end 
up relocating to areas with poor health infrastructure.11 Many 
of  the risks revolve around limited food, water, and housing 
in addition to poor access to healthcare facilities.12 For exam-
ple, climate change places strain on the health of  migrants by 
potentially exposing them to contaminated food and water.13 
Migrants may be unable to travel due to their health condi-
tions and must either remain in a vulnerable region or relocate 
to locations that provide other challenges. Further, people 
displaced by climate related processes and events often have 
few health care choices due to loss of  habitable land, extreme 
health risks, and deteriorating economic systems.14 

Although understanding the intersection between health, mi-
gration, and the environment is crucial, few scientific studies 
have been carried out to understand the impact that climate 
change can have on physical well-being.15 The 2015 Lancet 
Commission on Health and Climate Change outlines different 
issues that serve as a starting point for these topics.16 One ob-
servation has to do with broader health risks such as injuries 
and diseases resulting from extreme weather events such as 
storms, floods, and drought.17 Second, there could be more 
underlying effects coming from differences in water safety, 
pollution, and other changes to land, which can lead to a host 

10  Ibid.
11  Ibid.
12  Ibid.
13  Ibid.
14  Michael Traeger Melbourne Raveena Grace, Maddison Brian and Jack Simkin with Dr Celia McMichael, “The Future of  Climate Refu-
gees,” Pursuit, 5 November 2011, pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/the-future-of-climate-refugees.
15  Emily Wilkinson et al., “Climate Change, Migration and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” December 2016, www.odi.org/
sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/11144.pdf.
16  Branch, Anna, and Khalid Koser, “Climate Change, Health, and Migration: Unravelling the Interlinkages,” Gcsp.ch, accessed 28 June 
2018, www.gcsp.ch/News-Knowledge/Global-insight/Climate-Change-Health-and-Migration.
17  Ibid.
18  Ibid.
19  Ibid.
20  Ibid. 
21  Ibid; Unite for Sight, “Healthcare in Refugee Camps and Settlements,” Unite for Sight, accessed 7 July 2018, www.uniteforsight.org/
refugee-health/module1.
22  Unite for Sight, “Healthcare in Refugee Camps and Settlements,” Unite for Sight, accessed 7 July 2018, www.uniteforsight.org/refugee-
health/module1.
23  Ibid.

of  health problems ranging from cardiovascular issues to the 
spread of  disease.18 Finally, the Commission highlights that all 
of  this will impact different populations disproportionately, 
particularly depending on the age, sex, preceding health, and 
material means of  a person.19 Because of  all the potential is-
sues that arise when climate change is involved, migration 
tends to be the only route for survival for many individuals.20 

Due to a refugee’s limited access to resources, it can be more 
difficult to gauge their physical or mental health status.21 Refu-
gee mortality rates are particularly high upon arrival in a new 
country, due to the strenuous physical circumstances many 
brave to flee their country of  origin.22 Most deaths come from 
complications of  diarrheal diseases, measles, and malnutrition, 
along with other highly infectious diseases.23 Such risks were 
evident in the wake of  the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake 

A US Navy Hospital Corpsman inoculating a refugee
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and tsunami, which led to the displacement of  one million 
people.24 In the days following the disaster, water and food-
borne disease crises, as well as diseases from overcrowding 
and vector-induced illnesses, were all common.25 Women are 
more affected by health complications due to climate change 
and more commonly migrate as a result of  climate change. 
Refugee populations as a whole are especially vulnerable to 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs); cases like the Indian 
Ocean earthquake show that STIs spread much more rapidly 
in compacted and confined refugee camps.26 Disaster relief  
and urgent healthcare options will be crucial as climate change 
creates more extreme weather patterns that threaten human 
populations. Therefore, delegates should aim to establish hu-
manitarian solutions which improve human health as well as 
track and monitor health risks and outbreaks.

In addition to physical health risks, UNHCR has documented 
elevated rates of  mental health problems in refugee popula-
tions and displaced people in a study conducted in 2012.27 
Poor mental health is attributable to the trauma caused by dis-
placement.28 Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depres-
sion, and anxiety are commonly higher than average in refu-
gee populations, and there are social and relational challenges 
which result from resettling in an unfamiliar environment and 
culture.29 Refugees can face problems ranging from separation 
from loved ones to discrimination in the home country, which 
places large amounts of  stress on their mental health.30 As cli-
mate change causes more disasters, and sometimes the disap-
pearance of  territories that once were inhabitable, unbearable 
living conditions will continue to force whole populations to 
relocate permanently, which will cause more consistent cul-
ture shock and general mental stress for these individuals.

24  “Tsunami Affected Areas 2005: Communicable Disease Risks and Interventions,” WHO, 2005, accessed 7 July 2018.
25  Ibid.
26  Ibid; Unite for Sight, “Healthcare in Refugee Camps and Settlements,” Uniteforsight.org, 
27  Ibid; Celia McMichael, Jon Barnett, and Anthony J. McMichael, “An Ill Wind? Climate Change, Migration, and Health,” Report no. 5.
28  Ibid.
29 Susan S. Y. Li, Belinda J. Liddell, and Angela Nickerson, “The Relationship Between Post-Migration Stress and Psychological Disorders in 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers,” Current Psychiatry Reports 18, no. 9 (September 2016), link.springer.com/10.1007/s11920-016-0723-0.
30  Ibid.
31  Celia McMichael, Jon Barnett, and Anthony J. McMichael, “An Ill Wind? Climate Change, Migration, and Health,” Report no. 5. University 
of  Melbourne and Australian National University, accessed 24 May 2018, ehp.niehs.nih.gov/wp-content/uploads/120/5/ehp.1104375.pdf; 
Unite for Sight, “Healthcare in Refugee Camps and Settlements,” Uniteforsight.org, Unite for Sight, accessed 7 July 2018 www.uniteforsight.
org/refugee-health/module1.
32  Ibid.
33  Ibid.
34  Ibid.
35  www.who.int/hac/events/drm_fact_sheet_overview.pdf?ua=1
36  Circle of  Blue, “How Water Scarcity Shapes the World’s Refugee Crisis.” Ecowatch.com, accessed 24 May 2018, www.ecowatch.com/

These massive population movements may also trigger con-
flicts and environmental degradation in destination areas, in 
turn creating further health crises and population displace-
ment.31 This theory is best supported by the violence found 
in Southern Sudan.32 Lower than average rates of  rainfall and 
subsequent drought have forced communities to head south-
ward in order to get access to water, creating conflict between 
the pastoralists and the already established populations.33 If  
tensions caused by climate change continue to lead to con-
flict, food shortages may be exacerbated.34 Primary health care 
facilities will also likely not have the capacity to handle this 
spike in injuries and ailments. The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has tailored its focus under disaster risk management 
from response and recovery to a more proactive approach in 
the wake of  recent environmental disasters.35 SOCHUM’s ju-
risdiction in the international system allows the committee to 
address the social and humanitarian needs of  a population, 
which can vary significantly depending on the details, location, 
and timing of  an environmental disaster.

Water/Food Security and Agriculture

Understand globally as an inherent human right, water is closely 
tied to nearly every aspect of  daily life. Those facing displace-
ment because of  environmental concerns are at an elevated 
risk of  losing water security and risk the negative implications 
of  such. The global refugee crisis is linked to water access, 
both in refugees’ countries of  origin and the countries where 
they seek asylum. Zaatari, a refugee camp in Jordan, is the 
largest in the country and houses roughly 79,000 Syrian refu-
gees as of  February 2018.36 When Zaatari no longer had the 
capacity to accommodate the influx of  migrating persons, Az-
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raq, another refugee camp, was built on unused desert land.37 
Extreme seasonal temperatures and blowing desert sands are 
conditions that trouble both camps, threatening loss of  food 
and water sources communities may rely on.38 Security experts 
warn that an increasingly drier climate in the Middle East and 
similar regions will lead to environmental stress.39 The Arab 
world continues to face longer period of  drought and around 
68.4% of  the region’s climate is chronically dry.40 Combined 
with poor management practices and land-depleting agricul-
tural techniques, the Middle East and other surrounding areas 
are left in critical condition. Furthermore, countries like Iraq 
have lost many plots of  usable farmland to outlying problems 
like war and conflict, leaving the situation even more dire.41

The impacts of  water scarcity on food security can force peo-
ple to migrate to countries with more adequate water resourc-
es.42 In specific areas, and particularly those with economic 
systems where agriculture and fisheries are the main produc-
tion, a change in availability and access to water and related 

refugee-crisis-water-shortage-2535042186.html.
37  Ibid.
38  Ibid.
39  Ibid. 
40  Willem Van Cotthem, “Desertification, Drought, Wars, Disputes, Waste and Climate Change in the Middle East,” DESERTIFICATION, 
22 June 2015, desertification.wordpress.com/2015/06/22/desertification-drought-wars-disputes-waste-and-climate-change-in-the-middle-
east/.
41  Ibid.
42  Circle of  Blue, “How Water Scarcity Shapes the World’s Refugee Crisis.” Ecowatch.com
43  M. Miletto, M. A. Caretta, F. M. Burchi, and G. Zanlucchi, “Migration and Its Interdependencies with Water Scarcity, Gender and Youth 
Employment,” report, accessed 28 June 2018, unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002589/258968E.pdf.
44  Ibid.
45  Ibid.
46  Ibid.
47  Ibid. 
48  Shima Silavi, “How Iran’s Catastrophic Water Policy Can Lead to Waves of  Climate Refugees,” alarabiya.net, accessed 28 June 2018, eng-
lish.alarabiya.net/en/features/2018/06/26/How-Iran-s-catastrophic-water-policy-can-lead-to-waves-of-climate-refugees.html.
49  Ibid.
50  Shima Silavi, “How Iran’s Catastrophic Water Policy Can Lead to Waves of  Climate Refugees,” alarabiya.net, accessed 28 June 2018.
51  Ibid.

ecosystem resource directly affects wellbeing and the need 
for migration.43 Ecosystems that are very reliant on water are 
more susceptible to drought.44 The effects of  this can be seen 
in crises such as 2011 in the Horn of  Africa, where drought 
can limit food accessibility and eventually caused whole com-
munities to migrate in search of  better resources.45 Because 
many countries with large rural populations run as agrarian 
societies, any changes in water supply can lead to unemploy-
ment.46 Income also becomes less stable as a result and as a 
result, compromise the strength of  households living at risk 
or in poverty that do not have the means to keep up with the 
rising prices of  basic necessities while simultaneously receiv-
ing lower incomes.47 These economic impacts come as a result 
of  the changing climate and disaster effects on agriculture, 
forcing individuals into unfamiliar areas.

Since the early weeks of  June 2018, people in the south-west-
ern cities of  Iran have been suffering due to low water quali-
ty.48 The government decided to ban farmers from growing 
crops like rice and okra, even though the latter does not need 
an excessive amount of  water.49 Low water levels in Iran stem 
from a changing climate as well as issues with the manage-
ment and rationing of  water supplies. The country has been 
redirecting water from the southwestern region to populations 
living in central Iran, leading to the depletion of  water sources 
as rainfall becomes more scarce.50 This transfer of  water has 
forced communities from more rural regions to seek access 
in large cities, further straining the country’s water manage-
ment.51 Despite UN disaster relief  and aid programs, farmers 
have to either face restrictions on their ability to grow crops or Children in Madagascar suffer from malnutrition due to poverty
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face challenges at refugee camps where they are more distant 
from the markets where they sell their crops.52 

Recently, South and East Asia have been identified as areas 
prone to high human vulnerability due to climate change and 
as a drought risk hotspot.53 Countries surrounding the Gan-
ges River Basin like Bangladesh and India rely on monsoons 
for consistent water supply.54 Changes in weather patterns as 
a result of  climate change will affect the frequency and con-
sistency of  monsoons, leading to unpredictable amounts of  
rainfall.55 Opposingly, snow from the Himalayas will melt 
more during the dry season than in the past, resulting in more 
runoff.56 Most surrounding countries have economies root-
ed in agriculture and will suffer from sporadic flooding and 
droughts.57 

Threats to International Peace and Security

Military leaders warn that global warming could increase se-
curity threats around the world by provoking conflicts and 
migration.58 Chairman of  the Global Military Advisory Coun-
cil on Climate Change, Gen Munir Muniruzzaman, stated 
that climate change was “the greatest security threat of  the 
21st century.”59 This former member of  the Bangladeshi gov-
ernment emphasized that just a meter rise in sea level would 
equate to 20% of  his country flooding, which could displace 
tens of  millions of  people.60 Significant loss of  land presents 
risks to national security for many island and coastal states, 
further endangering the lives and livelihoods of  thousands in 
afflicted areas.

In Africa, the Lake Chad Basin Commission expressed worries 
52  Ibid.
53  Miletto, M., M. A. Caretta, F. M. Burchi, and G. Zanlucchi, “Migration and Its Interdependencies with Water Scarcity, Gender and Youth 
Employment,” Report, accessed 28 June 2018, unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002589/258968E.pdf.
54  Ibid.
55  Ibid.
56  Ibid; Shima Silavi, “How Iran’s Catastrophic Water Policy Can Lead to Waves of  Climate Refugees,” alarabiya.net, accessed 28 June 2018.
57  Ibid.
58  Damian Carrington, “Climate Change Will Stir ‘unimaginable’ Refugee Crisis, says Military,” The Guardian, accessed 28 June 2018, www.
theguardian.com/environment/2016/dec/01/climate-change-trigger-unimaginable-refugee-crisis-senior-military.
59  Ibid.
60  Ibid. 
61  Amali Tower, “Shrinking Options: The Nexus Between Climate Change, Displacement and Security in the Lake Chad Basin,” Report, 
accessed 28 June 2018, indd.adobe.com/view/bf1670bb-4562-402e-a6c2-ebb3298cf8e5.
62  Ida Lichter M.D, “Boko Haram’s Ideology Key to Violence,” Huffington Post, 16 May 2014, www.huffingtonpost.com/ida-lichter-md/
post_7608_b_5324138.html.
63 Amali Tower, “Shrinking Options: The Nexus Between Climate Change, Displacement and Security in the Lake Chad Basin,” Report, ac-
cessed 28 June 2018, indd.adobe.com/view/bf1670bb-4562-402e-a6c2-ebb3298cf8e5.
64  Ibid.

about how receding water levels as a result of  climate change 
could create space for a base for the extremist group Boko 
Haram.61 This group has been associated with a number of  
terrorist attacks around Nigeria and has focused primarily on 
garnering support against education for girls.62 Multiple Afri-
can leaders have sought to understand the underlying causes 
of  the ideologies underpinning Boko Haram, and they claim 
that poverty, underdevelopment, and job insecurity have al-
lowed for successful recruitment.63 Whatever the motivations 
behind sponsorship of  the group, many in the international 
community are endangered by the actions of  the group, and 
further sacrifice comfort and inalienable human rights in dis-
tancing themselves from such. On an international scale, the 
Security Council has recognized the “adverse effects of  cli-
mate change and the ecological changes among other factors 
on the stability of  the region, including through water scar-
city, drought, desertification, land degradation, and food in-
security” as factors exacerbating the conflict in West Africa.64 
They have further called on countries to support the climate 

A refugee camp that is helping people that have been displaced in Rakhine State.
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resilience action plans in order to build up stability amongst 
their own societies.65 States have taken numerous approaches 
to this call to action, including Ontario’s Climate Change Ac-
tion Plan.66 Over time, climate change has damaged the envi-
ronment in Ontario through natural disasters such as flood-
ing and drought that have damaged infrastructure and caused 
internal displacement.67 Although Ontario’s economy is not 
fully reliant on agriculture, the Canadian province has had to 
work overtime to create an action plan that mitigates pollution 
and improves the low-carbon economy.68 

The Lake Chad Climate resilience action plan emphasizes the 
need for sponsored development and security, rather than 
complacency with the detrimental effects of  a changing global 
climate and threatening local actors.69 However, the current 
situation is defined by fragility and longstanding conflict that 
leaves any persons residing in this region at risk of  violence, 
malnutrition, and many other threats.70 Each of  these risks is 
directly tied to the mandate of  the Social, Cultural and Hu-
manitarian committee because of  the threat they present to 
the basic human rights guaranteed to all, and the social condi-
tions required to maintain such. The intersection of  violence 
and climate change has forced many to flee from conflict 
zones, putting additional strain on limited food, shelter, habit-
able land, and health and sanitation services.71 

Desertification and severe weather fluctuations such as dry 
seasons and flooding have extreme impacts on a specific 
population.72 The conditions could lead to climate-induced 
migration or conflict as competition and ethnic tensions are 

65  Ibid.
66  “ONTARIO’S FIVE YEAR CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION PLAN 2016 - 2020,” Government of  Ontario, 6 June 2018, www.ontario.ca/
page/climate-change-action-plan.
67  Ibid.
68  Ibid.
69  Jacques Lemoalle et al., “Recent Changes in Lake Chad: Observations, Simulations and Management Options (1973–2011),” Global and 
Planetary Change 80–81 (January 2012): 247–54.
70  Ibid.
71  Ibid.
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74 The UN Refugee Agency, “Nigeria Emergency,” Unhcr.Org, accessed 19 August 2018, www.unhcr.org/nigeria-emergency.html.
75  Ibid.
76  Ibid.
77  Ibid
78  David Satterthwaite, “Climate Change and Urbanization: Effects and Implications for Urban Governance,” Report, accessed 28 June 
2018, www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/EGM_PopDist/P16_Satterthwaite.pdf.
79  “Overpopulation: Causes, Effects and Solutions - Conserve Energy Future,” 2018, www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-effects-
solutions-of-overpopulation.php.

heightened with such limited resources.73 In Cameroon, Chad, 
and Niger combined, there are roughly 473,000 internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) and over 226,000 refugees; there are 
an additional millions more IDPs in Nigeria.74 The violence 
of  Boko Haram caused much of  the initial displacement, but 
climate-exacerbated food insecurity and malnutrition have 
further heightened tensions by threatening natural resources, 
viable land for agriculture and housing, and the safety and 
security of  thousands of  global citizens.75 Despite interna-
tional and inter-regional efforts, 4.5 million people lack proper 
access to food and as a result rely on external assistance.76 
Deteriorating security situations and inconsistency in socio-
economic status only further deteriorate the stability of  those 
living in poverty and difficult climates which put climate refu-
gees in risky situations.77

Urbanization and Population Growth

Overpopulation puts a strain on the available space and re-
sources for people to live, therefore forcing people to reside 
in climate and disaster vulnerable areas. This can lead to sub-
standard buildings that are not properly regulated and sus-
ceptible to adverse climate impacts. In many cities in the de-
veloping world, the poor live in the most hazardous urban 
environments, such as on floodplains or other areas at high 
risk of  flooding or unstable slopes.78 Overpopulation is a 
growing and developing issue, as technological advancements 
help to increase medical capacity, lower mortality rates, and 
higher birth rates.79 Urban areas face the bulk of  overpopula-
tion related problems, exacerbated by unpredictable changes 
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in weather patterns.80 Depending on the topography of  the 
region, cities can be affected in different ways. Developing 
coastal cities must pay critical attention to indications sea-level 
rise and subsequent erosion that could force whole popula-
tions to migrate.81 Compact buildings, roads, and other forms 
of  infrastructure are less absorbent than in rural areas, creat-
ing an environment at risk of  flooding.82 Urban centers and 
communities with dense spots of  population are dispropor-
tionately affected by flooding, and face great risk concerning 
other natural disasters. 

Not only are natural hazards becoming more frequent, but 
rapid urbanization and population growth mean more people 
are now at risk.83 Disasters affect five times as many people 

80  Ibid.
81  Brock N. Meeks, “These 7 Major Risks Threaten Urban Sustainability,” Text, GreenBiz, (23 June 2016), www.greenbiz.com/article/7-
risks-cities-facing-globalization.
82  J. L. Gamble et al., “Ch. 9: Populations of  Concern” (4 April 2016), /populations-concern.
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un.org/article/next-disaster-strikes-humanitarian-impact-climate-change.
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87  Lisa Friedman, “Cities Swell with Climate Migrants,” scientificamerican.com, accessed 28 June 2018, www.scientificamerican.com/article/
cities-with-climate-migrants/.
88  Ibid.

now than a few decades before because of  these risks.84 Mega-
cities like Tokyo, which is prone to earthquakes because of  
its location, or exposed hubs like Shanghai that dot the coast, 
are at particular risk.85 In large cities such as Mumbai, Cairo, 
Mexico City, and Lagos with over ten million residents, the 
depletion of  infrastructure and land put many more people 
at risk within large cities.86 Many believe that rapidly urbaniz-
ing areas will take the hardest hit, especially because so many 
countries have large cities on the coast.87 A study was con-
ducted on Dhaka, Bangladesh to test this theory and to de-
termine local preparedness; it concluded that the population 
has only “a modest level of  resilience.”88 In response, Dhaka’s 
city management and local governance has attempted to build 

Fast urbanization in Dhaka, Bangladesh causes the city to be known for its traffic jams, to the point at which population growth cannot be accommodated for in terms of  
infrastructure.
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up institutional capacity and maximize risk reduction.89 Ad-
ditionally, the World Bank has taken note of  the particularly 
dangerous position that most coastal states are in, with re-
gards to the possibility of  heavy floods as a result of  storms 
and cyclones.90 Disasters only continue to be made worse by 
overall poverty in the region and the displacement it causes 
puts vulnerable urban populations at further risk. Those im-
plicated by the detriments of  a natural disaster face obstacles 
concerning community reestablishment, economic indepen-
dence following a crisis, and social structures uprooted in the 
wake of  a disaster. Thus, it should be the goal of  SOCHUM 
delegates to gain a full understanding of  the impact of  urban-
ization and development as they relate to those displaced by 
environmental concerns. 

Islanders

Small island states are frequently located in regions prone to 
hydrometeorological and geological natural disasters.91 These 
small islands are typically developing countries which share 
similar economic and sustainable development challenges, in-
cluding low availability of  resources, susceptibility to natural 
disasters, and vulnerability to global development.92 In addi-
tion, these developing states often have high population den-
sities. The Maldives, for example, has a population of  about 
320,000 citizens, all of  whom reside in low-elevation coastal 
zones.93 These low-elevated coastal residents are exception-
ally vulnerable to the rising sea levels, as they experience the 
initial damages from tropical storms and flooding from disas-
ters and climate change. In Tuvalu, the population is approxi-
mately 11,000, and 99.5% of  citizens live in low-elevation 
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95  “Climate Change and Statelessness: An Overview,” UNHCR. accessed 28 June 2018, www.unhcr.org/protection/environment/4a1e50082/
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97  Elizabeth Ferris, Michael M. Cernea, and Daniel Petz, “On the Front Line of  Climate Change and Displacement Learning from and with 
Pacific Island Countries,” Report, accessed 24 May 2018. www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/09_idp_climate_change.pdf.
98  Ibid; Asian Development Bank, “Economic and Fiscal Impacts of  Disasters in the Pacific,” Report, accessed 28 June 2018.
99  Elizabeth Ferris, Michael M. Cernea, and Daniel Petz, “On the Front Line of  Climate Change and Displacement Learning from and with 
Pacific Island Countries,” Report, accessed 24 May 2018.
100  Asian Development Bank, “Economic and Fiscal Impacts of  Disasters in the Pacific,” Report.
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coastal regions.94 The entire populations of  low-lying coun-
tries such as the Maldives, Tuvalu, Kiribati and the Marshall 
Islands could be forced to leave their own country as a result 
of  climate change that causes sea levels to rise in the future.95 
If  any of  these states were to lose territory in the wake of  
climate change, there stands the risk of  stateless imposed on 
the country’s entire population.96 This should be of  grave con-
cern for delegates, as statelessness threatens social liberties re-
quired of  a functioning modern society. 

Delegates should consider the ways to account for the per-
sonal safety of  refugees and provide them with opportunities 
to thrive and provide for themselves.

First order losses in the Pacific are caused by the immedi-
ate impact of  a disaster, such as stunted agricultural activity 
due to damaged farmland.97 Opposingly, higher order losses 
are secondary effects on resource flows, including reallocation 
of  public funds to meet emergency needs.98 These losses can 
slow economic activity, delay development efforts, and make 
life increasingly difficult for thousands of  people and com-
munities.99 While there is an extensive body of  research ad-
dressing the impacts of  disasters on economic stability and ef-
ficiency, few studies focus specifically on the Pacific region.100 
Additionally, while studies provide clear research and results 
regarding the effects of  disasters on short-term economic 
growth, we cannot yet determine how these disasters affect 
long-term growth, social, and humanitarian development.101 
Predicted outcomes include a decimation of  the tourism in-
dustry for these small island countries because of  climate 
change, affecting people’s employment opportunities and way 
of  life. 
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The most relevant concerns in the Pacific are increases in 
temperatures and extremely hot days, changes in frequency 
and intensity of  extreme rainfall events, corresponding flash 
floods or droughts, changes in the frequency, intensity, and 
trajectories of  tropical cyclones, as well as rising sea level and 
the degradation of  marine environments.102 Cyclones are also 
a serious threat to the Pacific and predictions suggest a global 
increase in the damage and displacement due to cyclones.103 
Countries and regions that are unaccustomed to cyclones and 
are less prepared to respond to them experience the highest 
rates of  mortality, morbidity, and damages.104 Quality of  life 
is undoubtedly disrupted by the natural disaster risks, and the 
poor, vulnerable, and marginalized people are those who re-
quire the most care and protection. 

Pacific island states are often used as indicators for the early 
impacts of  climate change.105 In addition to their location in 
the Pacific, the geographic characteristics and demographic 
patterns of  these states make them particularly vulnerable to 
the effects of  global warming.106 The livelihood of  citizens 
in these regions linked to the Pacific Ocean, and rising sea 
levels and other effects of  global warming threaten not only 
their physical assets and coastal zones, but also their way of  
life.107 The impact of  climate change and natural disasters 
causes many islanders to migrate, making them climate refu-
gees. However, these refugees are not legally recognized as 
such, given that they are not fleeing persecution or conflict. To 
combat this issue, New Zealand and Australia have planned to 
create a special refugee visa given to those that are forced to 
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migrate because of  the rising sea levels.108 

At a regional workshop in Fiji, participants examined and 
reflected on the implications of  natural disasters on the re-
gion.109 The meeting focused particularly on the impact of  
natural disasters and climate change on the people in the Pa-
cific, the risks of  their displacement, and on the guarantee of  
sustained human rights.110 The workshop drew attention to 
the complex linkages between human rights, climate change, 
natural disasters, migration and involuntary population re-
settlement, and pointed to the insufficiency of  social science 
research able to help outline which future approaches should 
be developed.111

Case Study: Sudan

Natural disasters such as droughts and flooding have occurred 
frequently in Sudan, contributing significantly to population 
displacement and the underdevelopment of  the country.112 
Conflict in Sudan is a direct result of  desertification, and there 
are strong indications that desertification is one of  the under-
lying causes of  the current war in Darfur.113 The increased 
temperatures and desertification have caused Sudan to suffer 
from a shortage of  fresh water.114 In addition, water distribu-
tion is extremely unequal with major regional, seasonal, and 
annual variations.115 Evidence of  long-term regional climate 
change in several parts of  the country manifests as an irregu-
lar decline in rainfall, for which the clearest indications are 
found in Kordofan and Darfur.116 Despite serious water short-
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ages, floods are common in Sudan.117 The two predominant 

types of  floods in the region are flash floods and widespread 

floods caused by overflow of  the Nile and its tributaries.118 

Sudan has one of  the world’s largest populations of  IDPs, 

with almost two million IDPs in Darfur, and those displaced 

in Sudan face additional risks as a result of  being situated in 

an area of  the world experiencing drought and food insecu-

rity.119 Climate change in the region has reduced rainfall, and 

Sudan has one of  the most rapidly warming temperatures on 

the globe, with a temperature increase of  1.3 degrees Celsius 

between 1975 and 2009.120
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122  Ibid.

Conflict, displacement, and food insecurity are some of  the 

most pressing issues facing Sudan and are the primary reasons 

for the current international humanitarian aid effort. Natu-

ral and manmade disasters such as drought, desertification, 

and floods are major contributing causes to these problems.121 

Addressing these issues will require natural resources man-

agement and protection for equal distribution and provisions 

for the refugees. Assistance by the international community is 

also needed as a part of  the shift from humanitarian relief  to 

sustainable development assistance.122

Darfur refugee children displaced from their homes.
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Current Status

Stateless Persons 

UNHCR indicates that 68.5 million individuals were forcibly 
displaced in 2018, with 40 million people around the world 
classified as internally displaced.123 These figures, however, do 
not include stateless persons and climate refugees.124 A state-
less person is not considered a citizen by any state under the 
operation of  its law.125 It is currently estimated that there are 
at least eleven million stateless people in the world, and many 
more are unable to prove their nationality through appropriate 
documentation or registration.126 Stateless people are forced 
into temporary or illegal places or in places that are geographi-
cally vulnerable to environmental impacts.127 These groups are 
susceptible to both environmental displacement and develop-
ment-induced displacement because of  their weak legal stand-
ing and the ease with which they can be removed without 
compensation or support.128 Additionally, they risk illness, in-
jury, prosecution and abuse by fleeing their country of  origin, 
and climate refugees sacrifice the comforts and guaranteed 
human rights of  home for a better, more sustainable future. 
The personal crises, fears, and vulnerabilities of  climate refu-
gees are complex.129 An example of  the relationship between 
statelessness and environmental displacement can be found 
following the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, after which local 
organizations estimated that 127,714 people from Myanmar 
were living in Thailand’s five tsunami-affected provinces and 
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less than 18% were registered with the Thai authorities.130

The international community has attempted to address the 
humanitarian options for the recognition and protection of  
stateless persons through birth registration programs and 
training for lawyers on arbitrary detention.131 The birth regis-
trations process tends to be complex and lengthy, involving a 
birth notification issue by hospitals, the recording of  the birth 
in a State’s civil registry and the issuance of  official birth cer-
tificates.132 Under international law, every child has the right 
to be registered at birth, and it is a state’s duty to register all 
births that occur in their territory.133 The International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the 
Rights of  the Child both require states to register people im-
mediately after birth and without discrimination of  any kind, 
regardless of  the child’s or parents’ legal status.134 This process 
usually involves paying fees, which proves to be an obstacle 
for many, and a lack of  awareness regarding the significance 
of  birth registration contributes to the high volume of  state-
less people.135 

The number and severity of  extreme weather events such as 
storms and flooding is expected to increase with an adjacent 
loss of  freshwater and arable land due to contamination.136 
Additionally, erosion is expected to cause destruction of  eco-
nomic bases while rising sea levels threaten fishing grounds.137 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has 
indicated that “rapid sea-level rise that inundates islands and 
coastal settlements is likely to limit adaptation possibilities, 
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with potential options being limited to migration.”138 Many 
low-lying states are in danger of  submersion, resulting in the 
displacement of  entire populations.139 Unless a territory could 
be protected, or the territory was ceded by another State, the 
exile of  the population and the government would be perma-
nent.140 This leaves individuals without citizenship, a national-
ity, or a home. The IPCC itself  has acknowledged the threat to 
the sovereignty of  low-lying island states likely to be affected. 
141

The impact of  stateless persons that are affected by the envi-
ronment is most prevalent for countries within the Associa-
tion of  Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).142 The ASEAN 
member countries currently hold the largest volume of  state-
less people and their role in providing assistance to stateless 
persons became evident following the cyclone Nargis flood-
ing in Myanmar.143 All ASEAN member countries provided 
disaster relief  materials to the cyclone-affected areas based on 
the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emer-
gency Response (AADMER).144 Additionally, an ASEAN 
Emergency Rapid Assessment Team was deployed, compris-
ing government officials, disaster experts, and Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (NGOs) from the member countries.145 
Delegates should view the ASEAN-led coordination as an 
outline for providing to stateless persons, and should seek 
ways to bolster the legal status of  these persons.
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Refugee Legal Status

There are numerous definitions of  the term “climate refugee” 
used when discussing refugees and climate change. The term, 
however, has no official definition within the international 
community.146 No international agency, including the United 
Nations, that works with refugees or climate change recog-
nizes any particular definition of  refugees displaced due to 
climate factors.147 The Refugee Convention states that people 
must be fleeing persecution for reasons of  “race, religion, na-
tionality, membership of  a particular social group or politi-
cal opinion,” in order to gain refugee status.148 The impacts 
of  climate change are not included on that list, so even if  
someone may fit the classifications of  a climate refugee, they 
would not be afforded the same rights as other refugees.149 
The term “climate refugee” suggests that people who fit the 
definition should be entitled to refugee status.150 Since 2008, 
approximately 26 million people have been displaced each 
year due to natural disasters, but this figure does not take into 
account people displaced by slower catastrophes, like progres-
sive drought and rising sea levels.151 

Fiji counted 55,000 displaced people in 2015, and a fifth of  the 
country’s crops this year were destroyed by cyclone Winston 
in 2017.152 This is not an isolated case. In South Asia, flood-
ing caused by monsoons has killed thousands of  people and 
displaced two million more.153 Hurricane Irma, which raged 
through the Caribbean in September 2017, was the strongest 
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hurricane recorded in the North Atlantic since the 1980s, in-
ternally displacing thousands.154 Our scientific understanding 
of  climate change is fast evolving and evidence is mounting, 
linking higher temperatures to increases in precipitation and 
more intense hurricanes.155 In the United States, disasters like 
Hurricanes Katrina and Irma are at the forefront of  govern-
ment agendas, with recovery efforts focusing on unregulated 
building and other factors that have made cities like Houston, 
Texas and Jacksonville, Florida vulnerable.156 In the months 
following Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, those with lower so-
cioeconomic status were left in shelters for extended periods 
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of  time, because they lacked the resources to return and re-
build their homes.157 Without being able to work, they quickly 
exhausted whatever limited resources had.158 Many stayed in 
shelters in order to access food, water, clothing, healthcare, 
and shelter, while many others remained in schools, stadiums, 
and other public buildings used as shelters.159 However, with-
out sufficient long-term support, many resolved to moving 
from place to place with no permanent solution to their dis-
placement.160 On the same days that Hurricane Irma swept 
across the eastern coast of  the United States in September, 
heavy rains on the other side of  the world submerged one-

People on Fiji are replanting mangroves as a recovery method from the impacts of  Cyclone Winston.
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third of  Bangladesh and eastern parts of  India, killing thou-
sands.161 Climate change affects all global citizens to some de-
gree, but those in developing countries will be affected most 
severely, as extreme weather events cause the most detrimen-
tal damages in those regions.162 

Many humanitarians and legal scholars object to the definition 
of  the 1951 Refugee Convention.163 Some have claimed that 
“[the convention’s] categories of  persecution are incomplete 
and have the effect of  locking some of  the world’s most at-
risk people in their circumstances.”164 Destination countries 
respond to waves of  migration in various ways, ranging from 
welcoming immigrants to placing them in detention camps 
or denying them assistance.165 As amendments to the 1951 
Convention could take many years to implement, delegates 
should look to establish short-term solutions that recognize 
the unique situations for migrants already on their soil.

The Sustainable Development Agenda

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 13 does not mention 
migration or displacement, or recommend the inclusion of  
this important phenomenon in climate policies.166 SDGs 8, 10, 
and 17 point to the need for facilitated, planned, and well-
managed migration policies, but do not make the connection 
with climate change.167 As a result, the ways by which migra-
tion may be altered by climate change and the challenges this 
poses for policy and planning are not directly addressed by 
the SDGs.168 The challenges that human mobility presents to 
meeting goals on mitigating and adapting to the impacts of  
climate change are also omitted from the topics addressed in 
161  Gulrez Shah Azhar, “Climate Change Will Displace Millions in Coming Decades. Nations Should Prepare Now to Help Them,” the-
conversation.com, August 2017, accessed 18 July 2018. theconversation.com/climate-change-will-displace-millions-in-coming-decades-nations-
should-prepare-now-to-help-them-89274.
162  Ibid.
163  Brian Palmer, “There’s No Such Thing as a Climate Change Refugee,” Nrdc.org, 16 November 2015, accessed 28 June 2018. www.nrdc.
org/onearth/theres-no-such-thing-climate-change-refugee.
164  Ibid. 
165  Gulrez Shah Azhar, “Climate Change Will Displace Millions in Coming Decades. Nations Should Prepare Now to Help Them,” the-
conversation.com, August 2017, accessed 18 July 2018. theconversation.com/climate-change-will-displace-millions-in-coming-decades-nations-
should-prepare-now-to-help-them-89274.
166  Leisha Beardmore, “Displacement and Development,” sustainablegoals.org.uk, 1 March 2016, accessed 28 June 2018, www.sustainable-
goals.org.uk/displacement-and-development/.
167  Ibid; Emily Wilkinson et al., “Climate Change, Migration and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” odi.org, December 2016, 
accessed 28 June 2018, www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/11144.pdf.
168  Ibid.
169  Ibid.
170  Ibid.
171  Ibid.
172  Ibid.

the SDGs.169 Given the uncertainty regarding migration pro-

jections, it is difficult to estimate the impact of  human mobil-

ity on achieving the sustainable development targets.170

Displaced populations in particular often end up living in haz-

ardous urban areas. Their unfamiliarity with climate risks in 

these places make them particularly vulnerable. Since the most 

mobile migrants are those with the most resources and levels 

of  education, the refugees take crucial resources, skills, and 

knowledge with them and leave communities behind with an 

insufficient capacity to respond to climate change impacts.171 

Further, those left behind are the more disenfranchised peo-

ple or those most dependent on the environment and natural 

land. For example, smallholder farmers in fragile environ-

ments where gaining agriculture stability is already challenging 

will find it even more difficult to have a decent harvest in the 

future.172 

This complex issue addresses both humanitarian and environ-

mental SDGs, making it unique compared to many other is-

sues discussed by SOCHUM. By addressing Climate Action, 

Water Sanitation, Zero Hunger, No Poverty, Sustainable Cities 

and Communities, and Responsible Consumption and Pro-

duction, this topic covers six of  the seventeen SDGs. Climate-

induced migration also applies to countries on all continents 

and will help the international community take steps towards 

achieving the sustainable development goals on time.
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Bloc Analysis 

The main point of  division will be based on the impact that 
climate change and natural disasters have on a country and 
countries’ individual policies regarding climate change. Devel-
oping countries with greater abundance of  natural resources 
may not significantly contribute to climate change but will 
be the most affected by the repercussions of  such. More de-
veloped countries will experience minimal effects of  climate 
change and as a result their policies may not be as beneficial 
to prevention of  climate change. Development and economic 
status also largely impact the response a country may have fol-
lowing a natural disaster.

Delegates should remain aware of  the scope of  the topic at 
hand. While researching a country’s own position regarding 
climate refugees’ rights is essential, the topic ultimately focus-
es on the status of  climate-induced displacement across the 
globe. A country may have refugee policies or protections in 
place domestically, but this does not mean that they will advo-
cate for the same policies to be implemented for climate refu-
gees globally. Instead, they might use their own perspectives 
on climate and refugee issues to bolster global protections on 
a wide range of  issues or serve as a model, without attempting 
to infringe upon the sovereignty of  other nations.

Countries Experiencing Severe Impacts of Cli-
mate Change

This bloc will include countries experiencing the negative ef-
fects of  climate change and natural disasters on a severe scale, 
while not necessarily contributing to the negative practices that 
harm our environment themselves. Asia-Pacific is one of  the 
region’s most vulnerable to climate change, and impacts are 
projected to become more intense in the future.173 Countries 
with a low impact on climate change tend to be developing 
and will seek to mitigate the impacts of  migration because of  
climate change through education and humanitarian efforts. 
Within the scope of  SOCHUM, delegates representing these 
states will look to guarantee upholding of  human rights in the 
173  “Helping Countries Tackle Climate Change,” UN Environment, accessed 19 August 2018, www.unenvironment.org/regions/asia-and-
pacific/regional-initiatives/helping-countries-tackle-climate-change.
174  “International Climate Impacts,” epa.gov, accessed 28 June 2018, 19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-impacts/international-cli-
mate-impacts_.html.
175  Ibid.
176  Ibid.

midst of  environmental disasters, encourage NGO and UN 
involvement in ensuring resources for transition for displaced 
peoples, and seek to better communication and information 
collection on ways to support affected populations. Countries 
in this bloc will primarily be from Africa, South America, and 
some regions in Asia. Although these states have a minimal 
impact on the deteriorating climate, they will experience the 
effects of  climate change more than most countries. Coun-
tries such as Sudan, Gabon, and Haiti are likely to be in this 
bloc. Additionally, many countries in the EU, which only ac-
count for a small portion of  emissions, will be present within 
this bloc.

Countries Experiencing Minimal Impacts of 
Climate Change

Basic human needs such as food, water, health, and shelter are 
affected by climate.174 Changes in climate may threaten these 
needs with increased temperatures, rising sea levels, changes in 
precipitation, and more frequent or intense extreme events.175 
Although climate change is an inherently global issue, the im-
pacts will not be felt equally across borders. Some states will 
likely experience more adverse effects than others, while some 
states may even benefit inadvertently from climate changes 
through economic opportunity or resource allocation.176 The 
capacity to adapt to climate change can influence how climate 
change affects individuals, communities, countries, and the 
global population. The countries in this bloc typically will not 
experience the major effects of  climate change. These States 
will primarily be developed countries that are not experiencing 
mass displacement due to natural disasters and climate change. 
As many of  the states within this bloc are relatively developed, 
members should consider relative contributions of  national 
resources and funds when addressing climate migration. The 
countries in this bloc will have a significant impact on a de-
teriorating climate, but do not feel the effects as strongly as 
less developed countries because of  levels of  development 
and outsourcing of  work/labor not suitable for local climates. 
Countries such as the United States, China, India, and Russia 
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will likely be in this bloc.

Countries with Displaced Populations due to 
Climate Change

Countries threatened by the climate change may face the real-
ity of  citizen relocation plans should the event of  a natural 
disaster or emergency endanger their regional safety. While it 
is never the intention of  a state to relocate large populations 
in the wake of  an emergency, many have devised plans should 
such measures be necessary. Countries who may supply a sig-
nificant number of  these climate refugees may consider such 
preparative measures, but in the context of  committee discus-
sion will be primarily concerned with the standardization of  
expectations for treatment and human rights upholding fol-
lowing the wake of  such events. In drafting such, delegates 
should be aware of  past language on the topics of  refugee 
treatment and universal rights, as well as procedure for inter-
national action when implementing such works. Policy of  this 
bloc will be determined by geographic location of  the state 
(especially when considering possible relocation efforts), eco-

nomic ability of  a state to sponsor international aid efforts, 
and the status of  human rights and their prominence in the 
state itself. Small island developing states will be party to this 
bloc, as will many coastal-bordered states and those in danger 
of  environmental destruction.

Those states willing to take in any number of  individuals dis-
placed by the effects of  a changing climate will likely adopt a 
policy of  transparency and accountability when drafting lan-
guage on the issue at hand. Clearly defining expectations re-
garding duration of  stay, personnel requirements and resource 
allocation is key when discussing the prospect of  population 
relocation, and delegates of  SOCHUM must be sure to con-
sider each of  these logistic aspects when discussing possible 
solutions. Countries who have historically opened their bor-
ders to refugees would likely constitute this bloc, as well as 
states with close ties to any endangered region. It is also im-
portant to consider the hesitancy of  some states to allow in 
such populations, and international attitudes towards refugees 
when considering relocation in the event on an environmental 
crisis. While countries are entitled to their own individual poli-

This is the image of  the Zaatari Refugee Camp that has been rapidly increasing in number of  settlements over time.



|23TOpiC a: refUgee DiSplaCeMenT frOM CliMaTe CHange anD naTUral DiSaSTerS
COMMiTTee MiSSiOn

cy decisions regarding the treatment or hospitality extended to 
refugees, some countries are hesitant to allow large groups the 
opportunity to resettle, as has been seen in Australia. Australia 
presents a unique case to the issue of  climate displacements, 
as their geographic location makes them an expected destina-
tion point for many island states facing the reality of  rising 
sea levels, but hardline national restrictions against refugees 
have discouraged many from attempting to reach the shores 
of  the state.177

Committee Mission

Displacement due to climate change and natural disaster is 
a multifaceted issue. The committee focus will be placed on 
obtaining and upholding human rights protection for climate 
refugees. Additionally, the committee should look to encour-
age and provide social development and humanitarian aid. The 
SDGs should be used as guidelines for potential solutions, 
and delegates should consider other international accords 
when considering solutions. Discussion regarding displace-
ment from climate change and natural disasters must consider 
how the social, humanitarian, and cultural impacts shape the 
issue in the various climate hotspots around the globe.

Delegates must analyze current climate conditions and the im-
pact that these have on the various countries in the different 
regions of  the world. Climate refugees currently lack any for-
mal definition, recognition, or protection under international 
law, even as the scope of  their predicament becomes increas-
ingly clear. That difficulty was apparent in June 2018, during 
the latest round of  negotiations on the Global Compact for 
Migration and the Global Compact on Refugees, due to be 
adopted at the U.N. General Assembly in the Fall of  2018.178 
Delegates should research past actions by the UN and indi-
vidual states to inspire new means of  combating this humani-
tarian crisis faced by the international community.

The mandate of  the Third Committee focuses on social devel-
opment, cultural improvement, and mitigating human rights 
abuses. Delegates should consider the mandate of  SOCHUM 

177  “Australia’s Asylum Boat Turnbacks are Illegal and Risk Lives, UN Says,” The Guardian, 29 October 2017, https://www.theguardian.
com/australia-news/2017/oct/30/australias-asylum-boat-turnbacks-are-illegal-and-risk-lives-un-told.
178 Tim McDonnell, “The Refugees the World Barely Pays Attention To,” NPR.Org, 20 June 2018, www.npr.org/sections/goatsandso-
da/2018/06/20/621782275/the-refugees-that-the-world-barely-pays-attention-to.

when constructing solutions and must understand the respon-
sibility that each country has towards solving climate displace-
ment. Although delegates cannot address international poli-
cies regarding climate change directly, they should encourage 
amendments to faulty policies and directives, addressing the 
underlying issues behind the displacement. Delegates have the 
ability to propose recommendations to improve the situation 
of  displaced persons as well as the conditions of  the place 
they flee to and from. Delegates should look to meet UN 
standards for human rights and assist in reaching the Sustain-
able Development Goals. 



24|SOCHUM
reSearCH anD preparaTiOn QUeSTiOnS

Research and Preparation Questions

Your dais has prepared the following research and preparation questions as a means of  providing guidance for your 
research process. Delegates are NOT obligated to formally answer these questions either in committee or in position 
papers. Rather, these questions should be carefully considered, as they embody some of  the main critical thought and 
learning objectives surrounding your topic. 

Topic A

1. How can your country counteract the detrimental effects of  mismanagement of  water resources?

2. How has your country handled the ambiguity surrounding climate refugees, and what are some cultural barriers that 
prevent to recognition/acceptance of  refugees in your country?

3. What cultural and social attitudes/practices may prevent your country from accepting climate refugee status and/or 
providing climate displaced persons with special visas?

4. Are there actions that your countries can take to minimize the harms that have been caused by climate change? What 
other social/political issues contribute to the negative impacts of  climate change as a whole?

5. What is your country’s viewpoint towards the need for the government to take role in mitigating the struggles of  refu-
gees? If  they deem it necessary, what actions have they taken previously to assist the refugees? 
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Important Documents

Topic A

United Nations Environment Programme. “Natural Disasters and Desertification.” Report. Accessed 24 May 2018. postconflict.
unep.ch/publications/sudan/03_disasters.pdf.

Delegates should pay special attention to this report reviewing Sudanese natural disasters and desertification, and how the country was impacted by the 
damaging climate. The report is to be used to examine Sudan’s climate struggles and delegates should look to formulate long and short-term solutions 
by examining a State where climate displacement is extremely prevalent.

Miletto, M., M. A. Caretta, F. M. Burchi, and G. Zanlucchi. Migration and Its Interdependencies with Water Scarcity, Gender and Youth 
Employment. Report. 2017. Accessed June 28, 2018. unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002589/258968E.pdf.

The relationship between climate change, economic stability, and social stability is not always clearly defined and addressed. Delegates should review 
this report, paying close attention to growing climatic variability has impacts on water availability and quality, which in turn jeopardizes social stability 
and jobs.

“Developing Countries Need Urgent Support to Adapt to Climate Change.” Unfccc.int. 12 October 2017. Accessed 24 May 2018. 
unfccc.int/news/developing-countries-need-urgent-support-to-adapt-to-climate-change.

Delegates should review this report regarding climate change and the humanitarian impact that it has on developing nations. Many countries in the 
committee will be developing and understanding/addressing the need for effective humanitarian responses to climate change and climate induced migra-
tion. Delegates should look towards the international community to act before climate change causes additional damage to fragile developing countries.

Glahn, Benjamin. “Climate Refugees’? Addressing the International Legal Gaps.” Ibanet. 11 June 2009. Accessed 24 May 2018. 
www.ibanet.org/Article/NewDetail.aspx?ArticleUid=B51C02C1-3C27-4AE3-B4C4-7E350EB0F442.

This article examines the term “Climate Refugees” and the issues with legal addressing displacement from climate issues versus displacement due to 
persecution and conflict. Delegates should understand that there is no international recognition for climate refugees and as a result they fall through the 
cracks of  many humanitarian and legal assistance efforts.

Stapleton, Sarah Opitz, Rebecca Nadin, Charlene Watson, and Jan Kallett. “Climate Change, Migration and Displacement the 
Need for a Risk-informed and Coherent Approach.” Report. November 2017. Accessed 24 May 2018. www.odi.org/
sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/11874.pdf.

Delegate are encouraged to examine this report that discusses the impacts that climate change has on migration and displacement and advocates for 
education regarding the climate and economic, social, and humanitarian issues that arise from it. This report can be used as a template for the main 
issues that will arise within committee, and many solutions outlines can be established from the information provided in the report.

Matlin, Stephen A., Anneliese Depoux, François Gemenne, Aline Philibert, Rajae El Aouad, Corinne Kowalski, and Antoine 
Flahault. “Climate Change, Human Migration and Health: Bridging from Dialogue to Action.” Report. November 2016. 
Accessed 28 June 2018. virchowvillerme.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/COPP22-Conference-report_2016.pdf.

A report outlining the impact that climate change has on migration and the health of  those seeking asylum. The report provides information about 
the relationship between climate change, migration, and health. Additionally, the report dispels various myths about the health of  climate refugees and 
explains the fundamental health rights. Delegates should examine this article to help establish humanitarian solutions that benefit the health and overall 
well-being of  climate displaced persons.
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