
The Lyceum of Monterey County 
Model United Nations 2018 
 

Background guide adapted and used with permission from AMUN 

The Security Council 

Topic: The Situation in Myanmar 

Countries 

Bolivia China Cote d’Ivoire Equatorial Guinea Ethiopia 
France Kazakhstan Kuwait Netherlands Peru 
Poland Russia Sweden United Kingdom USA 

 

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar (formerly Burma) has long been plagued by warfare and 

violence. A successful military coup in 1962 created a military dictatorship that led to decades of human 

rights violations and endless civil war. The egregious actions of the government prompted outrage and 

condemnation from the international community, resulting in sanctions and Myanmar’s international 

isolation. By 2003 the resulting economic impact and political pressure led the State Peace and 

Development Council (SPDC), the country’s military regime, to propose a seven step roadmap to 

democracy to begin transitioning the country into a democracy, run by elected officials. In 2010, the 

state held democratic elections; many former SPDC officials landed in Parliament, granting them de 

facto control over the country. United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon expressed concerns 

about the fairness of the 2010 election, stating that it lacked credibility. He also expressed frustration 

that Myanmar would not speak to nor accept assistance from the international community. In 2011, the 

military relinquished control to a newly established (and, many argue, still SPDC-run) civilian 

government, leaving the government in transition for several years as the country instituted a 

parliament and other nominally democratic bodies. 

As Myanmar transitions to civilian rule, regional and intra-national tensions linger. The state held free 

elections again in 2015, but parliament was filled with candidates from the military-backed Union 

Solidarity and Development Party (USDP). Despite ongoing democratization, civil unrest and violence 

continue to ravage the country. Armed militant groups continue to engage in violent clashes with each 

other and the state military. Disagreements arise frequently between the elected civilian government 

and the military leadership. Widespread ethnic, religious and political tensions threaten the lives of 

citizens daily. 

In August 2017, militants known as the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army attacked army and police 

outposts near the Myanmar-Bangladesh border, prompting a severe response by Myanmar’s military 

forces. The ongoing military response has killed thousands of Rohingya people (a small Muslim 

minority), resulted in widespread sexual violence and destroyed civilian homes. More than 700,000 

Rohingya refugees have fled from Rakhine state into Bangladesh. Myanmar’s political and military 

leaders claim that they have pursued armed militants and not targeted civilians. They also deny claims 

of genocide or ethnic cleansing. Myanmar has stated they would be willing to take back all refugees, 

should they volunteer to return. 

The international community has largely condemned the actions of the government of Myanmar for its 

actions against the Rohingya people. A significant amount of this criticism has come from states with a 

Muslim majority, who view the attack on the Rohingya people as an attack on the international Muslim 

community. The government of Myanmar has expressed eagerness to repatriate the Rohingya people 
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but has cited bureaucratic delays to the process. Myanmar’s leadership has also claimed the 

government of Bangladesh has exaggerated the number of refugees, and blamed false news for the 

international outcry regarding the Rohingya people. 

In September 2017, Secretary-General Guterres briefed the Security Council on the situation, stating 

“The situation has spiraled into the world’s fastest-developing refugee emergency and a humanitarian 

and human rights nightmare.” In November 2017, the Security Council called upon the Myanmar state 

to end its use of excessive military force and intercommunal violence against the Rohingya people. In 

their Presidential Statement, the Council also urged the immediate implementation of mechanisms to 

return the Rohingya refugees to the Rakhine state in Myanmar, along with cooperation for the transport 

and allocation of humanitarian aid to those displaced. As recently as February 2018, the United Kingdom 

addressed the Security Council accusing Myanmar security forces of perpetrating ethnic cleansing 

against the Rohingya people. In May 2018, Security Council Members traveled to Bangladesh and 

Myanmar, reporting back instances of mass rape, attacks on children and civilians, and an immediate 

need for an influx of humanitarian aid for displaced peoples. In June 2018, Christine Schraner Burgener 

of Switzerland was appointed Special Envoy on Myanmar. 

As of January 2018, Bangladesh has nearly one million Rohingya refugees in and around camps within 

their borders. While the influx of new Rohingya refugees to Bangladesh has slowed considerably, 

repatriation of existing refugees is proving a considerable challenge considering the continued ethnic 

hostilities and the destruction of hundreds of civilian villages, leaving nowhere for refugees to return. 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) has taken up a prosecution request regarding what it is calling the 

“deportation of hundreds of thousands of ethnic Rohingya to Bangladesh,” along with other human 

rights violations; the ICC is giving Myanmar until 27 July to respond. 

Things to consider 

 How did this conflict begin? 

 Is this a new conflict or a re-ignition of a previous conflict? 

 How have similar situations and conflicts been peacefully resolved? What State and regional 

actors are involved in this conflict? 

 If there are non-State actors involved in a conflict, are there any States supporting them? If so, 

which ones? 

Bibliography  

 Al Jazeera (2018). ICC gives Myanmar deadline over Rohingya case jurisdiction. 22 June. 

 BBC News (2018). Myanmar country profile. 12 April. 

 BBC News (2018). Myanmar Rohingya: What you need to know about the crisis. 24 April. 

 Gerin, Roseanne (2018). Myanmar to Set up Inquiry Commission to Examine Human Rights Violations in 

Rakhine. Radio Asia. 31 May. 

 Melhem, Yaara Bou (2018). UN warns of intensified violence in northern Myanmar. Al Jazeera. 17 May. 

 Myanmar: Security Council meets leaders face-to-face (2018). UN News. 30 April. 

 Reuters (2018) U.N. Security Council pushes Myanmar on accountability over Rohingya. 9 May. 

 Reuters (2018). Myanmar says willing to take back all Rohingya refugees. 2 June. 

 Specia, Megan (2017). Violence in Myanmar pushes at least 18,500 Rohingya into Bangladesh. New York 

Times. 30 August. 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/icc-myanmar-deadline-rohingya-case-jurisdiction-180623072344220.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-12990563
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41566561
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-to-set-up-inquiry-commission-to-examine-human-rights-violations-in-rakhine-05312018123839.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-to-set-up-inquiry-commission-to-examine-human-rights-violations-in-rakhine-05312018123839.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/05/warns-intensified-violence-northern-myanmar-180517102509498.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/04/1008582
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-un/un-security-council-pushes-myanmar-on-accountability-over-rohingya-idUSKBN1IA3K5
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-asia-security-myanmar/myanmar-says-willing-to-take-back-all-rohingya-refugees-idUSKCN1IY0AS
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/30/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-flee-bangladesh.html

