
Monterey County History Day 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 

 

 
History Day students take their work and efforts very seriously. Judges should be equally as serious about their 

roles and responsibilities. Remember, you are in a position of great influence with respect to the students' 

evaluation of their own work and themselves. Please help us to make this a positive experience for all students. 
 

 Review all materials in the judge's packet. Familiarize yourself with the theme information and contest rules 

(both the general rules and those for the specific category you are judging). 

 Time management is the key to a smooth event. Please be mindful of your schedule. 

 Please remember these are elementary, middle and high school students. Your critique should be geared 

towards their level. 

 Review students' written material (title page, process paper and annotated bibliography) prior to viewing the 

presentation or exhibit. 

 The interview is designed to allow you to ask students questions to clarify certain points, to provide contact 

with the students and to give you the opportunity to compliment and encourage students for their efforts. 

Remember, however, the entry must be able to stand-alone. Answers to questions must not overshadow or 

compensate for the weakness of an entry. 

 Keep in mind that during the presentations/interviews, the students are the historical experts. Do not lecture 

the students about their topics. Keep your personal biases and opinions of a historical issue/event to 

yourself and limit the amount of detail in your verbal comments. 

 Remember your comments and feedback are the culmination of a year's work for these students. Please be 

positive and constructive in both written and oral comments. 

 Remember when making your comments that the students are not the only ones who hear them. Choose your 

words wisely. 

 The use of a non-numerical scoring system makes your written comments critical to the students' learning 

experience since they are the primary sources of their feedback. Please put time and effort into the 

constructive comments you make, and keep the tone positive. 

 Your conclusions may differ from those reached by the students on a particular historical issue; however, this 

should never affect the scoring. As long as the students' conclusions are reasonable based upon their 

research, they should be considered valid. 

 Failure to use an annotated bibliographic format is a rule violation and requires a mandatory scoring 

markdown. 

 Primary sources may not be available for certain topics. The bibliography can be used to determine the 

breadth of the research done. Please keep this in mind when scoring an entry. 

 In scoring/evaluating an entry remember that it should provide evidence of balanced research: the awareness 

that more than one perspective exist on a historical topic/issue; the acknowledgment of different 

interpretations of cause and effects of a historical topic/issue; or the presentation of multiple perspective 

and sources of historical corroboration. 

 A rating of Outstanding should be given only when criteria have been fulfilled such that it could not be 

improved upon. 

 Consensus team judging is used to compensate for possible individual skews and to alleviate the potential for 

claims of bias. 

 Rankings are confidential. You must not convey any information about any entry's ranking to      students, 

parents, or teachers. Students will receive their score sheets after the awards have been distributed. 


