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The increasing devastation caused by natural disasters, such as hurricanes, droughts, floods and 
earthquakes, has drawn new attention to disaster risk reduction (DRR) methods. According to a United 
Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) assessment, disasters cause between 250 billion 
and 300 billion dollars every year. In addition to their immediate effects, these disasters have lasting 
effects on economic development.  

Such economic setbacks present immense challenges for sustainable development. 
Unfortunately, climate change and urbanization will only increase the frequency and intensity of natural 
disasters in the future. Urbanization, in particular, worsens the effects of natural disasters, even in the 
developed world. These areas are often on the coast or in other vulnerable areas. The goals of DRR 
methods commonly include improving disaster preparedness, reducing exposure and vulnerability to 
hazards, and making Member States and their governments more aware of the consequences of land 
management and development. The United Nations focused on this issue by declaring the 1990s as the 
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction. In 1994, a collection of Member States and others 
met in Yokohama, Japan for the First World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR). At this 
meeting, the participants celebrated their commitment to reducing the impact of natural disasters in the 
ten principles of the Yokohama Strategy for a Safer World. These principles emphasized key components 
of any DRR strategy, from ensuring environmental protection to maintaining cooperation at all levels. In 
1999, the General Assembly established the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR) to coordinate DRR efforts and manage the implementation of the International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction, the United Nations’ DRR strategy that ran parallel to the Yokohama Strategy.  

In 2005 the international community met in Kobe, Japan, to revisit the Yokohama Strategy and 
prepare a strategy for the following ten years. This Second World Conference produced the Hyogo 
Framework for Action (HFA), the United Nations’ first multi-sector plan that focused on reducing loss 
from disasters. Significantly, the Framework’s five priorities for action place emphasis on the State 
having the primary responsibility to reduce disaster risk, with the expectation of cooperation between 
local governments and the private sector. Meeting just a month after the devastating 2004 tsunami in the 
Indian Ocean, the Framework advocated for implementation of the International Early Warning 
Programme.  

Disaster risk reduction saw continued focus in the United Nations in the years following the 
Second World Conference. At the Rio+20 Conference on Sustainable Development in 2012, participants 
recognized the importance of DRR and its link to sustainable development. In the outcome document, 
The Future We Want, Member States identified DRR as a crucial step for poverty-eradication and 
sustainable development plans. The United Nations also recognized the need for a higher-level program 
to address gaps in the DRR framework, addressing those in the 2013 United Nations Plan of Action on 
Disaster Risk Reduction for Resilience, which identified “resilience” as the overarching goal of not only 
DRR, but of poverty-reduction, climate-change efforts and a host of other development goals.  

In 2015, UNISDR organized a third World Conference in Sendai to update the Hyogo 
Framework. This conference produced the Sendai Framework which set forth the United Nations’ goals 
for future milestones concerning disaster risk reduction with four priority areas, addressing issues from 
improved preparedness to ensuring effective reconstruction efforts.  



	

In 2015 the General Assembly announced the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. These goals are the successor to the Millennium 
Development Goals. In the negotiation of these goals, Member States acknowledged that previous 
development efforts had not considered the role that social and environmental issues, like disaster risk 
reduction, play in sustainable development. In the new framework, Goal 11’s targets include significantly 
reducing global losses, both in lives and in infrastructure, due to natural disasters. With the transition to 
the Sustainable Development Goals, the United Nations also recognized the increasing importance of 
private investors and other development partners, as private investments had surpassed foreign aid in the 
previous years. 

 Climate change management is also a crucial factor in disaster risk reduction. While the 2015 
Paris Agreement demonstrated the growing concern about climate change among the international 
community, Member States must remain committed to limiting the rise in global temperatures to below 
2°C above pre-industrial levels. However, in many cases current State policies are insufficient to meet 
this goal. This is especially important for development programs in landlocked countries or countries that 
do not see first hand the effects of sea level rise. 

What to do now? 

Disaster risk reduction plays a central role in sustainable development and building resilience. 
Natural disasters, at a minimum, disrupt ongoing development efforts, and, at their worst, can destroy 
previous progress and create new challenges for a region. If the Post-2015 Development Agenda is to be 
achieved, substantial progress will be necessary on improving disaster risk reduction in the developing 
world. What can the General Assembly do to ensure the commitment of all countries to disaster risk 
reduction? What can be done to convince countries to adapt practices to mitigate climate change for the 
safety and well being of their own county and for their neighboring countries?  

Key terms to know  

● Disaster risk reduction (DRR)- aims to reduce the damage caused by natural hazards like 
earthquakes, floods, droughts, cyclones, through an ethic of prevention	

● Sustainable development- Economic development that is conducted without reduction of natural 
resources	

● Climate change- a change in global or regional climate patterns 	
● Urbanization- The social process whereby cities grow and societies become more urban. 
● Member States- State (country) that is a member of an international organization 
● Sendai Framework- 15-year voluntary agreement that each “state” (country) will aim to reduce 

their disaster risk 	
● Pairs Agreement- Is an agreement within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change that responds to the threat of climate change	
 

 

Things to consider 

● How can Member States work together to mitigate the impact of cross-border disasters, such as 
famines in neighboring countries? 

● Where are there possibilities for effective regional cooperation? 



	

● How can the United Nations support capacity building and planning efforts at the national and 
subnational level? 

● How will increased development, increasing urbanization, and worsening climate change affect 
future needs for disaster risk reduction? 

For further research 

● What is disaster risk reduction? https://www.unisdr.org/who-we-are/what-is-drr  
● Climate and disaster resilience. http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/climate-and-disaster-

resilience/disaster-risk-reduction.html  
● Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction: http://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/sendai-

framework  
 
 
Additional research suggestion: Try searching in the News tab on Google for your assigned country and 
“disaster risk reduction”, “climate change”, “Paris agreement” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Background guide adapted and used with permission from AMUN.) 


