
   
  

JJuuddggiinngg  CCrriitteerriiaa    
   Key points to look for when judging the entries 

 

 

A. Historical Quality  (60%)   
Analysis, not just description, is the basis of a successful entry. Superior entries clearly demonstrate 
how the topic affected history and/or was affected by history. Entries that merely describe a topic are 
considered of lesser quality. For example, an entry that describes or depicts the events of a battle may 
be expertly executed and well researched. However, the importance and function of that battle in the 
historical context of the war must be clearly demonstrated to be successful. A superior rating generally 
reflects positive responses to the following questions: 

 Is the entry historically accurate? 

 Does the entry provide analysis and interpretation of the historical data in addition to an 
accurate description? The entry should not simply recount facts but interpret them 

 Does the entry demonstrate an understanding of the historical context – the intellectual, 
physical, social, and cultural setting? 

 Does the entry reflect historical perspective – the causes and consequences of an event, for 
example, or the relationship of a local topic to larger event? 

 Does the annotated bibliography demonstrate solid research? 

 Does the entry demonstrate a balanced presentation of materials? 

 Does the entry use a variety of viewpoints? (e.g. those who suffered as well as benefited, males, 
females, people from different racial/ethnic/socioeconomic groups, as appropriate to the topic) 

 Does the entry demonstrate the use of available primary sources and secondary sources? 
 

 Judge’s Comments for Historical Quality 

 Commendations     Recommendations 
 Good application of data    Unclear application of data 

 Shows understanding of data   Incomplete analysis 
 Displays authenticity    Condense data 
 Facts well integrated    Clarify sources 
 Subject well explored    Clarify data 
 Displays understanding of historical topic  Vague grasp of topic 
 Research well documented    Needs further evidence of research 
 Good analysis of material    Inconsistent use of bibliographic format 
 Shows understanding of correct    Utilize standardized bibliographic format 
  bibliographic format    Too much emphasis on minor points 
 Well-balanced presentation   Lacks focus 
 Major aspects well balanced 

   

B. Quality of Presentation  (20%) 

Although historical quality is most important, entries must be presented in an appropriate and effective 
manner. This deals with the total look of the entry – the written, visual, and oral aspects as well as the 
creative presentation. The 500-word process paper will give you a grasp of the organization of 
thoughts. The narrative should be clear and grammatically correct. The visual impact and authenticity 
are important to all project categories other than historical papers. Glitz is not everything; simple is 
often, but not always, better. Please consider the following questions when looking at quality/clarity of 
presentation: 

 Is the entry original, creative, well organized, and imaginative in subject and presentation? 

 Is the entry effective in communicating the significance of the topic? 



 Is the written material clear, grammatically correct, and correctly spelled? 

 In exhibits, are the title, sectional divisions, and main points easy to discern? 

 Are photographs and images appropriate in terms of content and location? 

 Is the overall project pleasing to the eye? 

 In a documentary or performance, is the script clear? 

 In a performance, do the students display stage presence? 

 Is the visual material clear and appropriate for the type of entry? 

 Do the students display adequate familiarity with their equipment? 
 

 Judge’s Comments for Quality of Presentation 

 Commendations Recommendations 
 Ideas well organized Lacks organization of ideas 
 Data well organized Data needs organization 
 Good flow of material Unclear/confusing 
 Clear presentation Needs definition 
 Focus well establish Focus unclear 

 Original use of material Lacks originality 
 Novel presentation Needs revision of (captions, dialogue, format, etc.) 
 Artistic presentation Title page is incorrect  
 Interesting format Costume not authentic 
 Information well presented/easy to follow Props inappropriate 
 Props show adherence to theme Unclear wording 
 Excellent costuming Difficult to follow 
 Interesting narrative Entry is too large/small; long/short 
    

C.  Adherence to Theme  (20%) 
The entry must clearly explain the relationship of the chosen topic to the current History Day theme. 
The topic should be placed in historical context and the entry must demonstrate the student’s 
understanding of the significance of the topic in history. The entry should not confuse fame with 

significance. The entry should answer the questions, “So what?” Why was this important?” The 
relationship of the entry’s topic to the theme should be explicit and should be integrated into the entry 
itself. 

  

 Judge’s Comments for Adherence to Theme   
Commendations Recommendations 
Theme clearly identified Vague correlation to theme 
Fits theme well Weak adherence to theme 
Topic clearly follows theme Review for adherence to theme 
Original interpretation of theme 

 

 

D. RULE VIOLATIONS 

“An entry will be automatically disqualified from competition upon evidence of the following rule 
violations: plagiarism, re-use of entry, or intentional copyright infringement” (CHD Student Rulebook, 
page 29). Any other rule violations will affect your evaluation, but no entry will be disqualified 
because of these infractions. These infractions can be corrected before the entry is judged at the 
state/national level.  


