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THE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
An annotated bibliography is a requirement for all categories. It should contain all sources that provided 

usable information in preparing the entry. Students will look at many more sources than they actually 

use. The bibliography should list only those sources that contributed to the actual development of the 

entry. Sources of visual materials and oral interviews should be included. 

 

THE CORRECT FORMAT 

An annotation is one or two sentences (sometimes more) explaining how each source was used and 

how it helped you develop and understand the topic. There are two acceptable formats: 

 

EXAMPLE of Turabian Style: 

 

Bates, Daisy. The Long Shadow of Little Rock. New York: David McKay Co. Inc. 1962. 

 

 Daisy Bates was the president of the Arkansas NAACP and the one who met and listened 

to the students each day. Her account was very important to my paper because it made me more 

aware of the people involved. 

 

EXAMPLE of MLA Style – Double-spaced: 

 

Bates, Daisy. The Long Shadow of Little Rock. New York: David McKay Co. Inc., 1962. 

Daisy Bates was the president of the Arkansas NAACP and the one who met and listened 

to the students each day. Her account was very important to my paper because it made me more 

aware of the feelings of the people involved.  

 

 

MULTIPLE ENTRIES BY ONE PERSON 

If there are two entries in the bibliography by the same author, the author’s name is not repeated 

in the second citation. Three hyphens replace the author’s name.  

 

EXAMPLE 

Scholes, Robert. Semiotics and Interpretation. New Haven: Yale UP, 1962. 

 

---. Textual Power: Literary Theory and the Teaching of English. New Haven: Yale UP, 1985. 

 

 

 



SEPARATING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES 

 

 

You are required to separate your annotated bibliography into primary and secondary sources.  

 

There are some sources that could be considered either primary or secondary. Use your 

annotations to explain your reasoning for classifying these sources the way that you do. Your 

teacher or librarian can help clarify this for you. 

 

All sources must be annotated.  

 

 

Primary Sources: First hand information such as interviews, speeches, diaries, newspapers, letters, 

documents, photographs, and artifacts from the time period covered in your entry. 

 

Secondary Sources: Information such as books, articles, pictures/illustrations, and encyclopedia articles 

about the time period but not from that time period. 

 

 

EXAMPLES (formatted in MLA Style) 

 

Primary Sources 

 

Anderson, Paul, futurist and science fiction writer. Interviewed by the author.  

 15 October 1989. San Francisco. Tape recording. Private collection of the author.  

An interview discussing Mr. Anderson’s ideas about “tomorrow.” Very helpful in 

understanding how a writer shapes his reader’s thinking about the future.  

 

Secondary Sources  

 

Fall, Richard. A Study of Future Worlds. New York: The Free Press, 1975.  

The author addresses global issues and how they can be solved. It provided a perspective 

on future problems. 

 

 

 


